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Magherafelt Learning Partnership (MLP) Year 9 Pupils 
 

“I enjoyed the session on immigration. It was fun, factual and interesting.  I also enjoyed the 
discussions based on Human Rights”. 
Ashleigh Murphy (Magherafelt High School) 

“I thought the best part of the day was the session taken by the teacher from the school of law.  
She was really kind and the class was really fun!  I would love to go back again”. 
Naomi Campbell (Magherafelt High School) 

“I enjoyed working in 
groups as it gave us the 
chance to get to know each 
other.  I also found it 
interesting to take a look 
around the building to see 
what the university was 
like.  It was fun meeting up 
with friends from my old 
primary school and getting 
to make new friends”. 

Nikita Doole 
(Magherafelt High School) 

“I liked the class taken by 
the lady to do with 
immigration and emigration.  I enjoyed the quiz and thought she was funny.  I found it interesting 
to learn all about the differences between immigration and emigration”. 
Claire Hutchinson (Magherafelt High School) 

“I liked meeting students from other schools and getting the chance to take part in group 
discussions”. 
Jennifer Ewing (Magherafelt High School) 

“I found learning about population figures and the reasons why people move countries to be the 
most interesting.  I like Maths so enjoyed working with numbers”. 
Lucy Clarke (Magherafelt High School) 

……………………………….. 

On Friday 12th June nineteen pupils from Rainey Endowed travelled to Queens 
University Belfast to participate in a series of workshops.  All five schools in the 
Magherafelt area participated as part of the Magherafelt Learning Partnership’s 
(MLP’s) programme of shared projects.  

When we arrived at the Medical and Biology Centre, City Hospital, we were all 
separated and put into three groups of thirty, six students from each school.  



There were three different work-shops which covered different aspects of our topic ‘Crossing 
Borders.’  Each group went to a different room to begin with.  My group began at the ‘Refugees 
and Asylum-Seeking: Opening Borders in Hard Times’ workshop. 

Here we discussed topics like equality and why people feel the need to leave their country. This 
helped us to know what other people have to go through and got us discussing in our groups 
(which contained pupils from each of the MLP schools) important topics which face society today.  

We then moved onto the work-shop which covered NI’s borders. Here we got to test our general 
knowledge on ‘An Expansive View of Northern Ireland’s Borders’.  This tested us and most of us 
struggled as it was very challenging with lots of new information to digest.  However, research 
does require us to go where we haven’t gone before and this workshop certainly demanded that of 
us. 

We then had a break for lunch, where we got to enjoy the light refreshments that Queens kindly 
provided for us and also to eat our own packed lunches. Some of us even bought an ice lolly from 
the café in Queens.  This also was a great opportunity for us to get a group picture. 

Finally we moved onto the work-shop about ‘Immigration and Emigration Patterns in Britain and 
Ireland’. This work-shop covered 
topics such as population 
movement.  We discussed about 
how many people moved in and 
out of countries and why this 
happens. This was good fun and 
many of us already had 
knowledge on this topic from 
Year 9 Geography. 

On behalf of all the students who 
visited QUB I would like to say a 
big ‘Thank You’ to the university 
staff who made us feel very 
welcome and gave us a very good day out which enabled us to learn a lot of new information on 
these topics some of which can be controversial.  This was a fantastic experience and it was great 
to be able to get to know other pupils from different parts of the community. 
Mark Coyle Year 9 (Rainey Endowed School) 

On 12th June 2015 approximately nineteen excited Rainey pupils arrived at school at 8:15am.  We 
were early because this was the day that we were heading to the Queen’s University research 
facility at the City Hospital in Belfast for the Research Council United Kingdom (RCUK) School-
University Partnerships Initiative “Crossing Borders in the 21st Century”. It had been expertly 
arranged by Mr Frew which buses we would be travelling on with pupils from the other schools in 
the Magherafelt Learning Partnership (MLP) and so, that morning, we knew exactly what to do. 

The journey was an enjoyable one making new friends with the other pupils and we quickly 
arrived at the research facility. All of the schools involved with the MLP gathered at the entrance 
to the research building.  There were enthusiastic pupils from the Rainey, St. Mary’s Grammar 
School, St Pius X College, Sperrin Integrated College and Magherafelt High School, in each group 



of 30 pupils, six from each school. We then eagerly went to our first room to meet the researchers 
from QUB. 

The day consisted of three different talks and activities. These were ‘Immigration and Emigration 
patterns in Britain and Ireland’, ‘An Expansive view of Northern Ireland’s Borders’, as well as 
‘Refugees and Asylum Seeking: Opening Borders in Hard Times’.   We would go through each of 
these workshops determined to gain a wider, better and more comprehensive understanding of 
modern day borders and how they operate.  

In ‘Immigration and Emigration patterns in Britain and Ireland’, we looked at the definitions of 
Immigration and Emigration.  We also spent time learning the order of the top countries whose 
people emigrated into Britain and Ireland and how this varied over time.  This showed us how 
patterns were constantly changing because of different reasons. 

In the second workshop, ‘An Expansive View of Northern Ireland’s Borders’, we looked at 
different identities and how in Northern Ireland we may feel both British and Irish. We looked at 
how decisions affect us at Westminster and Stormont as well as at the Dáil Éirean.  We talked 
about different treaties such as the Good 
Friday Agreement as well as other ways in 
which it was necessary for different 
governments to work together. 

The third workshop, ‘Refugees and Asylum 
Seeking: Opening Borders in Hard Times’, 
was about the human rights shared by all of 
us and how they affect immigration issues 
such as asylum seeking.  We were given an 
interactive task where we had to prioritise 
different sections of the Human Rights law.  
Following that we were given a number of 
scenarios showing different situations where 
people’s human rights were being affected 
and asked to rank them.  It got us thinking a 
lot about how these laws affect the freedoms and things that we enjoy and take for granted in our 
everyday lives.  Additionally, it was a great chance to mix with pupils, same age as us, from the 
other secondary schools in the MLP.  

During the day we were treated to refreshments by the Queen’s University staff and this gave us an 
opportunity to chat with them and fellow students. 

In conclusion, this was a very enjoyable trip and I think that Mr Frew deserves a huge vote of 
thanks for organising this enjoyable visit, as well as Mrs Henry for helping to supervise us and to 
the school for allowing us to participate; it was a truly amazing experience.  I would also like to 
thank the other schools involved in the MLP as the trip would not have been as enjoyable if we 
had not been able to share the experience with the pupils from these schools.  All of us made new 
friends, gained knowledge of the latest research and thinking from Queen’s University, enjoyed 
listening to the views of our peers.  It is an experience which I would certainly like to participate in 
again. 
David Eagleson Year 9 (Rainey Endowed School) 

……………………………….. 



The whole day was fun because I was learning many new things but I liked borders the best 
because I learnt loads of things.  It seemed a bit boring at times but when I was given a quiz to do, 
it showed that I had learnt lots because I got most of the questions correct.  So I had a great time 
learning.  Thank you for this fun trip. 
Ethan Booth Year 9 (Sperrin Integrated College) 
 
At our outing to Queens University we learnt about borders, migration and human rights.  I really 
enjoyed migration and learning the difference between immigration and emigration.  Immigration 
is when you move into a country and emigration is when you move out of a country. I also really 
enjoyed working in a team and estimating the number of people immigrating into and emigrating 
out of the UK and Ireland.  It was lots of fun trying to guess the top 5 countries from which people 
came to the UK and the top 5 countries to which UK citizens emigrated.  It was great to be split 
into groups with pupils from the other four Magherafelt schools; Magherafelt High School, Rainey 
Endowed School, St Mary’s Grammar School and St Pius X College.  I met lots of new people 
which was really good.   
Sophie Bain Year 9 (Sperrin Integrated College) 
 
At our trip to Queens University, I learned about borders, human rights and migration.  In our 
human rights class we were given six REAL sections of the ‘Human Rights Law’ and we were 

asked to put them in order from the most important right (Right to Life) to the least important 
(Right to Family Life and Privacy) – at least that is what our group thought.  Having prioritised the 
‘Human Rights’ we were then given five scenarios relating to ‘asylum seeking’ and asked to 
prioritise them according to the most important reason that a person/family should be allowed to 
stay in the UK down to the least important reason.  This was followed by a class debate to try and 
get agreement across all groups in the class of 30 pupils.  I enjoyed the ‘Human Rights’ because it 
was really fun. 
Leanne Stewart Year 9 (Sperrin Integrated College) 

……………………………….. 



Gemma, Thomas, David and I from my class (9B) all went to Queen's University Belfast to learn 
about immigration with pupils from St. Pius X College, Rainey Endowed School, Magherafelt 
High School and Sperrin Integrated College.  We took part in three workshops with people who 
work at Queen's.  We learnt about immigration, Northern Ireland's borders, human rights and 
crossing orders in the 21st century.  We all really enjoyed ourselves when we were taking part in 
the workshops. 
Emma Dace Year 9 (St Mary’s Grammar School) 
 

When I went to 
Queen's University 
with 17 other 
pupils from my 
school we 
completed a range 
of activities on 
immigration and 
human rights.  We 
joined up with 
other schools from 
Magherafelt.  We 
had a very 
enjoyable day as 
we completed three 
workshops and 
mixed with pupils 
we hadn’t met 
before.  The three 

leaders of the workshop were all very good at keeping everyone engaged which made the day 
really interesting.  We even learnt about human rights and freedom of speech on the bus home 
when we met some protestors! 
Gemma Doyle Year 9 (St Mary’s Grammar School) 
 
We went to Queens and learnt about borders, human rights and migration.  It was quite interesting.  
It was good and I learnt a lot.  As I'm interested in becoming a lawyer it was helpful to learn about 
Human Rights and freedom of speech. 
 
David Cosgrove Year 9 (St Mary’s Grammar School) 
 
I thoroughly enjoyed my time at QUB as I found that I learnt a lot of new things.  My favourite 
workshop was the one concerning human rights as I found it relevant to the poverty and 
exploitation situation in our current world today.  I would like to attend similar workshops in the 
future concerning the material covered and learnt in QUB. 
Thomas Doherty Year 9 (St Mary’s Grammar School) 
 

……………………………….. 

My visit to QUB overall was an interesting but very intensive day.  I felt that the information that 
the three workshops taught us was quite difficult to understand and take in. 

The presentation on ‘Boundaries’ by Dr Raymond was probably my least favourite.  I thought it 
was very difficult to understand and there was a lot of information to take in.  It was also the least 
interactive and I found it difficult to fully concentrate for all the time. 



My second favourite presentation was probably the ‘Immigration and Migration’ by Dr Vikki 
O’Neill.  I thought that Dr O’Neill had a great personality which brought life to her presentation.  I 
also liked the questions we had to answer as a team.  

My favourite presentation was on ‘Human Rights’ by Dr Nastasa Mavronicola.  I really liked her 
presentation 
because we had 
input into it and 
things to 
actually do.  I 
liked the fact 
that we had to 
put the ‘rights’ 
in order of 
importance and 
that we got to 
work with 
different pupils 
from the other 
schools while 
doing this. 

Overall I thought that the trip to the University was quite intensive and I feel it might have suited 
an older year group.  It was very good meeting the students from the other schools.  I really 
enjoyed that part.   
Orla McCracken Year 9 (St Pius X College) 

……………………………….. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Back Row:  Mrs Diane Henry, Marc Seffen, Mark Coyle, Molly Clifford, Jack McCann, 
Graham Holmes, Jason Scott, Oisin Nesson, David Eagleson, Joseph McGonigle 

Front Row (kneeling):  Rachel McMenemy, Anna Hamilton, Gina Bain, Laura Henderson, 
Joel Bell, Sarah McKinley, Hannah Slane, Dawn Francis, Hannah Galway, Holly Brown 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Magherafelt Learning Partnership Teachers 

Mr John Devlin St Pius X College 

Mr Jackson Frew MLP Coordinator 
Mrs Diane Henry Rainey Endowed School 

Mr Paul Kelly Sperrin Integrated College 

Mrs Lyle Love Magherafelt High School 

Mr Kevin McAuley St Mary’s Grammar School 
Ms Sorcha McCloskey St Mary’s Grammar School 

Mrs Lorraine McCormack St Pius X College 

Mrs Maura McKenna Sperrin Integrated College 
Mr Stephen Thompson Magherafelt High School 

 

Queens University Belfast Staff 

An Expansive View of Northern Ireland’s Borders 

Dr Christopher Raymond 
(Lecturer in Politics – Quantitative Methods) 

 

Hannah Mitchell (PhD Student Assistant) 

 

Immigration and Emigration Patterns in Britain and Ireland 

Dr Vikki O’Neill 
(Lecturer in the School of Mathematics and Physics) 

 

Lisa Wilson (PhD Student Assistant) 
Claire Cole (PhD Student Assistant) 

 
 
 
 

Refugees and Asylum-Seeking: Opening Borders in Hard Times 

Dr Nastasa Mavronicola 
(Lecturer in the School of Law) 

 
 
 
 
 



Interesting Borders (follow-up work) 

USA/Canada 
The town of Derby Line in Vermont, USA is crossed by the USA/Canada border which passes right 

through its centre, even “through” some buildings and houses. 

 

	  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Russia/USA 
Diomede islands are two small, rocky little islands which are located in the middle of the Bering 
Strait. Little Diomede is host to the American town of Diomede with a population of 146 
residents. Big Diomede belongs to Russia and it’s uninhabited. The two islands are only 4 
kilometres apart. 

 



The International Date Line (an imaginary line on the Earth’s surface, which passes through the 
Pacific Ocean almost along the 18th meridian and separates yesterday from tomorrow) passes 
through the Diomede islands and it’s used as a border between USA and Russia. 

 

So when Little Diomede’s residents look at Big Diomede, they don’t just look at another country. 
They look at…the day after. For example, when in Little Diomede it’s 9 a.m. Saturday, in Big 
Diomede it’s 6 a.m. Sunday. 

Poland/Ukraine 
These two fish, designed by artist Jaroslaw Koziara symbolize the unity and trading between the 

two countries 

 

 



Netherlands/Belgium Border 
The Enclaves and Exclaves of Baarle-Nassau (Netherlands) and Baarle-Hertog (Belgium) 

An enclave is any portion of a state that is entirely surrounded by the territory of one other state. 
An exclave is a portion of a state geographically separated from the main part by surrounding alien 
territory. Many enclaves are also exclaves. 
 
Baarle-Nassau is a town in southern 
Netherlands which had a population of 6,626 in 
2014.  It is closely linked, with complicated 
borders, to the Belgian exclaves of Baarle-
Hertog consisting of 26 separate pieces of 
land.  There are also eight Dutch exclaves 
located within Belgian exclaves. The smallest 
Belgian parcel, H22, measures 2,632 square 
metres (not shown on the map). 
H1 to H16 (coloured yellow) are Belgian 
exclaves where the H stands for Baarle-Hertog. 
N1 to N7 are Netherlands exclaves within the 
Belgium exclaves where the N stands for 
Baarle-Nassau.  

The remaining Belgium and Dutch exclaves are 
in areas outside that contained within the map. 
 

For clarification and the interest of tourists, the 
border is made visible on all streets with iron pins 
(white crosses). This way it is always clear whether 
one is in Belgium (Baarle-Hertog) or in The 
Netherlands (Baarle-Nassau).  

There was a time when according to Dutch laws 
restaurants had to close earlier. For some restaurants 
on the border it meant that the clients simply had to 
change their tables to the Belgian side.   

(Enlarged image of front door above is 
on the next page) 

Many firework shops are found in Baarle-
Hertog, owing to Belgian laws controlling 
the sale of fireworks that are more lenient 
than those in the Netherlands. Close to the 
end of the year many Dutch tourists come 
to Baarle-Hertog to buy fireworks to 
celebrate the New Year. 



Some houses in the region of Baarle-Hertog/Baarle-Nassau are divided between the two countries.  
Whichever country the front door of the house is completely located in, the house is addressed 
according to that country’s addressing convention.  The occupants of the house pay their income 
taxes to this country. 

In order to ‘change’ country, it was not unknown for an occupant to ‘brick up’ their existing front 
door and build a new door in the other country. This meant a change of address and perhaps less 
taxes to pay in the ‘new’ country. 
 
The style of house 
numbers is 
different in both 
countries and 
often one will find 
the Dutch or 
Belgian flag next 
to the number. 
(See image to the 

right) 
 
Should the 
boundary pass 
through the centre 
of the door then 
the house will 
have two 
addresses, each 
with a different 
house number and 
two door bells. 
One address and 
one bell for each 
of the two countries.   (Enlarged image of front door from previous page) 

 

You can find out more about the Netherlands/Belgium border by clicking on the links below. 

Pictures of the border of Baarle-Nassau and Baarle-Hertog 

The curious case of Baarle-Nassau and Baarle-Hertog 

Baarle-Nassau and Baarle-Hertog Youtube 

Now see what other interesting borders you can research and report on to the rest of your 
group/class. 

 

 


