
Young Journalist - Keeping Northern Ireland Beautiful

Northern Ireland is beautiful
Let’s keep it that way

My name is David Eagleson, I am a year 3 pupil at Rainey
Endowed School, Magherafelt and in October this year I
entered a competition, run by  the Alpha Newspaper
Group, Keep Northern Ireland beautiful and Eco-Schools,
to be a Young Journalist for the Environment. My
assignment was to report on the Eco-Schools National
Operators Meeting (NOM) which is held annually and
held  this year for the first time in Northern Ireland. To
enter I had to write an article about why I should be
chosen. As I was on holiday I decided to give it a go! Two
weeks later I was surprised and delighted to discover I
had been chosen from the numerous entries from all
over Northern Ireland! This is how I have reached the
stage of writing this report for the Tyrone Courier and
Alpha Newspaper Group.

On Friday 13th November 2015 I eagerly departed from
my home in Cookstown for the annual Eco-Schools NOM.
These NOMS are seen as the ‘highlight’ of the Eco-
Schools programme and at this one the theme was to be
‘Eco-Schools - Making a Difference’. I was given a briefing
of what was to take place that day. This Conference
would be attended by delegates from the Foundation for
Environmental Education’s (FEE’s) member countries
around the world.  This Conference brings together the
National Operators from the Eco-School countries
worldwide with FEE to share updates, discuss the
development of the Eco-School programme
internationally and to share good practice for the
ongoing development of the programme.  
The Conference began with some words of welcome
from Dr Ian Humphreys, (Chief Executive of Keep
Northern Ireland Beautiful), who welcomed all of the
delegates who came from a wide variety of countries
worldwide including Iceland, USA, Russia, Czech Republic
and Australia. Dr Humphreys then introduced our
Environment Minister Mr Mark H. Durkan MLA to the
podium to deliver his speech.
Mr Durkan spoke of how glad he was to see so many
people in attendance at the conference all of whom
wished to pass on their knowledge to the future
generations. He said that it was, “commendable that not
only are you (the delegates) confronting these challenges
with real, positive action but also that the younger
generation is leading by example.” Mr Durkan is
obviously very proud of supporting the Eco-Schools
programme and environmental education in general,
saying, “I am proud to call myself an enthusiastic Eco-
Schools advocate.” Throughout his speech Mr Durkan
made jokes which really helped to break the ice! 
Dr Ian Humphreys again took to the podium to thank
everyone for their support of the Eco-Schools programme
and to highlight his point that we can achieve anything
together. He emphasised how fortunate we are in
Northern Ireland to have a government which fully
endorses the Eco-Schools programme and offers its
support to ensure its success. This was highly evident
through the conference with representation of our local
government by Mr Mark H. Durkan, the Minister for the
Environment and Ms Angelina Fusco, from Tourism NI.
I spoke to Angelina Fusco briefly before the conference
and she chatted to me about her career as an editor at
BBC Newsline, in Northern Ireland. She spoke of her
passion for journalism and promoting Northern Ireland
which led to her joining Tourism NI after leaving the BBC.
She also expressed her passion for Eco-Schools which she
believes to be a well worthwhile programme.
Dr Ian Humphreys, Chief Executive of Keep Northern
Ireland Beautiful then spoke of how environmental
education had developed since he was young. He

conveyed how Eco-Schools had gone from, “Strength to
strength.” He expressed how important it was that Eco-
Schools kept up their work. Dr Humphries encouraged
delegates with his words, “YOU are mobilising a
generation – preparing them for the difficult times ahead
– this is the reality we work with.” It was an excellent fact
driven speech which, I’m sure, has inspired many! 
Daniel Schaffer, (CEO, Foundation for Environmental
Education), then concluded the conference opening by
delivering the Overall Developments FEE & Board Report.
He reported that Eco-Schools has seventy-five countries
involved worldwide because people are discovering that
it is, “the right thing to do.” He stated that Young
Reporters for the Environment now includes, “Twenty-
eight countries with seventy-three thousand students!” 
After the opening the conference took a break. I used
this opportunity to chat to various delegates from
around the world and gather their views on why it is
important for not just school children but everyone to
think about the future of our environment and to find
out what issues are most important to them.  I have
included just a few to give you a flavour of the varied
opinions of delegates.
That afternoon there was quite a buzz in the air as we
were about to visit local ambassador Eco-Schools hosting
visits from the delegates. The school which I visited,
along with many delegates, was Lagan College in
Castlereagh. It is a very
active school and has
achieved their forth
Green Flag. We were
warmly welcomed by
staff and students and
were given an enjoyable
and very informative
presentation. 
I really enjoyed my day as
a Young Reporter for the
Environment. I learned
much from speaking with
the delegates from the
various organisations
represented. I returned
to The Rainey with
renewed enthusiasm to
encourage more of my
fellow pupils to join Eco-
Club and continue the
good work carried out by
previous Rainey pupils. I
hope to inform more
people about the goals
which we have achieved.

Carmel Fyfe, Operations Manager, Keep
Northern Ireland Beautiful (right) and
Karen Scott, Alpha Newspaper Group
(centre) presented Young Journalist
Competition winner David Eagleson with
his prize certificate and Kindle Fire Tablet
as he embarked on his assignment to be
journalist for the day at the international
Eco-Schools National Operators
Conference. KS4801

Interview with Mr Mark H. Durkan, MLA,
Minister for the Environment

Young Journalist Competition winner David Eagleson pictured
with the delegates from 55 countries at the international Eco-
Schools National Operators Conference, held this year for the first
time in Northern Ireland. KS4802

What would you like to see achieved as
a direct result of this conference?
Internationally I would like to see
increased awareness amongst operators
of the importance of measuring the
programme’s impact, particularly, given
my remit as Environment Minister, in
terms of resource efficiency.  Nationally, I
have laid down the challenge to Keep
Northern Ireland Beautiful to use this as
a catalyst to encourage every school in
the North to become a Green Flag
school.

Do you believe children should be given
more opportunities to attend
environmental conferences as part of
their education?
It is important that young people have a
say at environmental conferences.  Eco-
Schools is a pupil led programme so it
makes sense that you are here today to
cover the conference and to spread the
word about what is being discussed
through both the local newspaper, the
Tyrone Courier and your school
newspaper.

Do you feel that politicians
are ‘pulling their weight’ or
that more needs to be done
to ensure that we have a key
strategy for the future of
our planet and many of the
important issues that are
facing it today?
We all have a responsibility
to meet the pressing
environmental challenges
our planet faces today. Next
month I will be attending
the United Nations Climate
Change Conference in Paris,
where the conference
objective is to achieve a
legally binding and
universally accepted
agreement on climate
change which will keep
global warming below the
2C threshold that scientists
say is necessary for the
health of the planet. In my
capacity as the Northern Irish Minister of
the Environment I will be both vocal and

active in my support of this aim.

What environmental issues were
important to you when you were
at school?
As a young boy and teenager I
really enjoyed Nature Study, I had a
particular interest in birds of prey,
in fact my regular magazine choice
was Countryside Companion.

What simple steps could schools
take within their community to
promote environmental education
to everyone both young and old?

More people could follow your example and do what you
are doing today – asking the right questions and getting
the message into our media.  The Eco-Schools programme
encourages students to take the message and actions
home to influence parents, siblings and other family
members. Ultimately, we want the next generation of
leaders to take these good environmental behaviours
with them wherever they end up and in whatever job
they take up.

Finally, what message would you like to send to our
readers?
It is crucial that we recognise the environmental
challenges we face today and I am encouraged that,
thanks to the Eco-schools programme, so many of our
school pupils are rising to the challenges that confront us.
We all have a part to play in protecting and preserving
our environment and as you continue in this work you
can be assured of my continued support.

Mr. Durkan relates the importance
conferences like the Eco- Schools
event has in  highlighting awareness.
KS4806

Young Journalist David Eagleson puts a few questions
to Minister for the Environment Mr. Mark H. Durkan,
MLA. KS4804

What do you think about the Eco-Schools
Programme?
I think it is brilliant!  It is exciting, it is hands on, it’s
not as if it’s just talk, it’s getting important things
done. It has every school in Northern Ireland and
15 million pupils around the world involved and all
doing the same programme, all trying to make the
same change.

Can you tell me about your job as Chief Executive
of Keep Northern Ireland Beautiful?
Every day is different! I might be writing a policy,
applying for funding, going out assessing Eco-
Schools or helping to organise events such as this
one. There is no average day!

What message would you like to give to people
reading my article?
Get involved, stay involved and get other people to
be involved as well! Your parents, grandparents,
whoever! We all need to do our bit!

Interview with Dr Ian Humphreys – Chief
Executive of Keep Northern Ireland Beautiful

Dr Ian Humphreys -
Chief Executive of Keep
Northern Ireland
Beautiful.

Interview with Mr Daniel Schaffer - CEO of FEE
Can you tell me about yourself and the job which you do?
I am the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of the Federation for Environmental
Education (FEE). I am stationed in Copenhagen at FEE’s headquarters. I am
responsible for all FEE activities throughout our five environmental education
programmes – Eco-Schools, Blue Flag, Young Reporters for the Environment,
Learning about Forests (LEAF) and Green Key.

Do you think that schools should do more to
ensure that our governments meet the
worldwide sustainable development goals?
Absolutely! You are probably going to be
here much longer than I am so you have to be
invested in to have your say in how this world
is going to look etc. So, I think that world
leaders should certainly listen to young
people so that they can have their say in the
future of this planet.

Would you like to give a message to our
readers?
We are in a state on this planet where we
should take responsibility and act responsibly.
It is not easy, but we have to do it and if we believe that we have to do it, we
can do it. I am extremely happy to see young people pushing for this change.

Mr Daniel Schaffer - CEO
of FEE

Mr. Mark McCullough, Principal of
Rainey Endowed School, Magherafelt
congratulated pupil David Eagleson on
winning the Tyrone Courier Competition
to be Journalist for the day. David was
selected from the many entries that had
been sent in from across the Alpha
Newspaper Group. KS4808

 


