
DID YOU KNOW??? 

 

The Road Safety 

Education Officer 

Service is now part of:  

 

“Road Safety Promotion 

and Outreach Branch” 

 

In addition, since 15th 

February, all four offices 

were closed with 

remaining staff moved 

to a centralised location. 

Our new contact details 

are:  

 

Room G-31  

Clarence Court 
10-18 Adelaide Street 

Belfast BT2 8GB 

Tel: 030 0200 7838 

RoadSafety.ClarenceCourt

@doeni.gov.uk  

Well done Ben! Read 

all about his success 

on page 2. 
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Contents We are now well 

into 2016 and as 

we embark on the 

summer term it is 

worth looking 

back at how 2015 

ended.  

Unfortunately, for 

many people, it 

will be a year to 

remember for all 

the wrong 

reasons!   In 

particular, the statistics 

for road casualties 

reflect another year of 

carnage.  

Seventy four people 

dead - that’s someone's  
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U16 
16-

24 

25-

64 

65

+ 
Male Female Total 

Pedestrian 2 2 7 8 9 10 19 

Driver 0 8 18 8 30 4 34 

Passenger 3 8 2 4 10 7 17 

Pedal Cyclist 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Motorcyclist 0 0 4 0 4 0 4 

Pillion  
Passenger 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 5 18 31 20 53 21 74 

mother, sister, daugh-

ter, father, brother, or 

son.    

The seriously injured 

are the survivors but 

scarred for life mentally  

The Road Safety Matters! (RSM! in 

short) road safety news sheet will be 

sent to schools in the first month of 

each school term. 

RSM! will keep your 

school  appraised of 

current road safety 

issues and develop-

ments. It will also 

challenge and hope-

fully inspire you to 

be even more pro-

active in the educa-

tion of students in 

road safety. In addi-

tion, it will highlight road safety 

schemes available to schools, and  

suggest and source resources that 

should assist with delivering 

and/or physically. Look at 

the table above and ask 

what can we do as indi-

viduals, parents and 

teachers to reduce save 

lives on the roads. 

 effective road safety education.  It will 

also provide a forum for schools to 

share ideas and activities that they 

have found useful in 

propagating the important 

seed of road safety in our 

young peoples minds. 

Don’t let this news sheet lie 

unopened in your mail box, 

don’t relegate it to the 

deleted items. No! Please 

print it out, put it on the 

school notice board,  bring 

it to the attention of your 

staff at the next staff 

meeting, and leave copies in the 

school library for students to read. The 

key word is disseminate! 

ROAD SAFETY 

Welcome to Road Safety Matters! 

One death is one to many. 
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The Department’s Road Safety 
Promotion and Outreach  Branch 
(formerly the Road Safety Educa-
tion Officer Service), in conjunc-
tion with Translink, highlighted 
the importance of 
road safety educa-
tion in schools, 
with the presenta-
t ion of  the 
21st  Ulsterbus 
Cup to Northern 
Ireland’s top per-
forming pupil in 
the GCSE subject 
of Motor Vehicle 
and Road User 
Studies.  This 
road safety sub-
ject is promoted 
and supported by the Department 
with over 1000 students through-
out Northern Ireland completing 
the subject each year. On this oc-
casion, the proud winner was Ben 
Colhoun, from Saintfield High 
School - a first for the school in 
this subject and one they are keen 

to retain! 

Present at the event were repre-
sentatives from DOE Road 
Safety and Translink along with 

invited representatives from the 
Department of Education, Coun-
cil for the Curriculum, Examina-
tions and Assessment (CCEA), 
Education Authority, Saintfield 

High and of course Ben himself. 

Marking the occasion, Chris 

McLaughlin (DOE Road Safety) 

Ben Colhoun - top of the class in Northern Ireland! 

are used so that your car is visible 

to pedestrians and other road us-

ers. 

Rule 95 of the Highway Code (N.I.) 

states ‘use dipped headlights  in 

dull, daytime weather to ensure 

you can be seen’. So in daytime 

you must use dipped beam when 

visibility is severely reduced, 

whether it is at dusk, on a dull 

morning or due to heavy rain, 

spray or mist. If you have any 

doubt about the level of visibility, 

switch on the dipped beam for in-

creased visibility. See and be 

seen. Remember – it is a legal re-

quirement to use a dipped beam 

in poor visibility. The penalty for 

failing to do so can be a fine of up 

to £1,000. 

Motorcyclists and cyclists should 

also use their lights in poor visi-

bility and for increased safety 

they should wear hi-visibility jack-

ets to increase their visibility to 

others.  

Be bright, every time you ride 

your bike! 

Heavy rain, fog and length of day-

light hours all contribute to poor 

visibility and make the weather 

conditions an important aspect to 

consider to everyone using the 

road – pedestrians, drivers, mo-

torcyclists and cyclists – with 

young people being particularly 

vulnerable.  

In Northern Ireland there appears 

to be a large proportion of drivers 

who fail to appreciate the impor-

tance of using their lights when 

driving at dusk or in dull condi-

tions. In these conditions, it is 

essential that dipped headlights 
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said: “Today marks a great 

achievement for Ben.  Not only 

has he come top amongst his 

fellow students at Saintfield High 

School but he is also the top 

Northern Ireland student in this 

subject.  The Motor Vehicle & 

Road User Studies course, al-

though just one of many educa-

tional interventions aimed at re-

ducing deaths and serious inju-

ries on our roads, is of consider-

able importance in reaching 

young pre-drivers at a very influ-

ential stage in their lives.  Road 

Safety Promotion and Out-

reach  Branch, in partnership 

with CCEA, will continue to pro-

mote the subject and I would en-

courage other schools to con-

sider offering it as a GCSE to 

their pupils. 

For more information, visit: 

www.ccea.org.uk/mvrus/ 

Lights On or Lights Out! 

http://www.ccea.org.uk/mvrus/


As pedestrian you have an equal 

responsibility to ensure you can 

be seen. Staying safe on the 

roads depends, to a large extent, 

on how well other road users can 

see you. 

When out walking 

wear bright 

clothes. Fluores-

cent colours are 

the brightest of 

all, especially 

fluorescent yel-

low. They are bril-

liant to wear dur-

ing daytime, at 

dusk or when it is 

overcast or dull. 

Wearing only dark 

coloured clothing 

is a recipe for dis-

aster. If you wear 

dark clothes brighten them up by 

using scarves, gloves, hats or 

bags in fluorescent colours.  

The traditional school uniform 

tends to be dark so why not wear 

something fluorescent to make 

you more visbile on route to and 

from school  Fluorescent belts, 

waistcoats, armbands etc. are all 

excellent safety aids during day-

light hours.  

Just in case you need to be re-

minded, where possible cross the 

road at a pedestrian crossing.  

But, as Rule 17 of the Highway 

Code (NI) states ‘If there is no pe-

destrian crossing nearby, cross 

the road near a street light so that 

traffic can see you more easily.’  

As a pedestrian you should al-

ways wear reflective material in 

the dark whether you are  walking 

to a neighbours house, out for a 

jog, or walking the dog. 

Northern Ireland. 
 
Road Safety staff attended a safe-
driving event organised by New-

townabbey Road Safety Commit-
tee in Ballyclare High School. 
 
They showcased ‘Share the Road 
to Zero’ at the event and over 70 

Remember February 2012? Well, it 
was unique in road safety terms in 
Northern Ireland as no one was 
killed on the roads that month! By 
the end of 2012 the number of 
road deaths in Northern Ireland 
reached 48 – the lowest level 
since records began in 1931. 
 
That’s great news you may say. 
However, every road death is one 
too many and with over 95% of 
crashes - where someone is killed 
or seriously injured – caused by 
human error, most road deaths 
are preventable. Hence the De-
partment’s ‘Share the Road to 
Zero’ community campaign with 
its sole aim – zero road deaths in 

Bright People Walk and Jog Safely — Do You? 
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This is especially important when 

walking on country roads where 

no footpath is available.  

Reflective materials contain hun-

dreds of tiny mirrors that reflect 

light back to the driver. This en-

sures that you can be seen from 

further away.  

The general guidance for pedes-

trians in the Highway Code (N.I.) 

is crystal clear. Rule 3 states 

‘help other road users to see 

you... when it is dark use reflec-

tive materials (e.g.. armbands, 

sashes, waistcoats, jackets and 

footwear), which can be seen by 

drivers using headlights up to 

three times as far away as non-

reflective materials’.  

More people are wearing fluo-

rescent/reflective material. How-

ever there are still many – perhaps 

you are one of them – who still 

wear dark clothes when out walk-

ing.  

Think of the potentially serious 

consequences of not wearing 

something bright or fluorescent 

by day and reflective by night. 

Be safe, be seen! 

Sixth Formers signed the pledge. 
 
But, remember everyone in North-
ern Ireland, including all organisa-
tions, such as the media, govern-
ment, companies and community 
groups can make their own per-
sonal or organisational pledge to 
‘Share the Road to Zero’. Just go 
to www.sharetheroadtozero.com 
and make the pledge today.  
 
Let’s make a difference, let’s be-
come more responsible drivers, 
lets start, like those in Ballyclare 
High, by making the pledge to 
Share the Road to Zero! 

Share the Road to Zero 



The messages provided timely 
reminders that the only safe level 
of alcohol to take, and drive, is 
none. 
NEVER EVER DRINK AND DRIVE 

Over the Christmas period DOE 
and PSNI activity sharply focused 
on the anti drink-drive message. 
DOE ran the anti drink drive mes-
sages on its Share the Road  

to Zero Facebook page and Twit-
ter@roadtozero page in December 
The Department also ran its new 
anti drink drive social media cam-
paign from mid-December.   

Almost 400 people caught Drink driving over Christmas period! 

Where education fails then enforcement is required. A total of 396 people were caught drink driving between 
27th November 2015 and 2 January 2016. The ages of the offenders ranged from 16 to 83, there were 321 

male offenders and 54 female offenders, with some so drunk that they could barely stand. 

Every year across Northern Ireland, drinking and driving kills, maims and wrecks families. These  396 of-
fenders can count themselves lucky that they did not kill themselves or another road user. Now each of 
them can look forward to a court appearance where they will most likely lose their driving licence for one or 
more years, be fined, and have great difficulty in obtaining car insurance in the future. Many will lose their 

jobs and some will go to jail. The consequences had they not been caught do not bear thinking about. 

What can teachers do to help with this blight? 

You may wish to check out the DOE’s road safety resources for post primary school children (KS4) found in 
the Road Safety Section of the nidirect website. There you will find teaching notes, a presentation and video 

on alcohol and drugs together with various task sheets relating to the video. 

Remember — alcohol slows reactions with even very low amounts of alcohol impairing the skills needed for 
safe driving. It slows down the brain, impacting upon your judgement, reason, self control and reaction 
times. However, you will feel a false sense of confidence, a loss of inhibitions and so you are more likely to 
take risks. Evidence shows that drivers who have been drinking tend to focus more on the most basic activi-

ties, such as steering, and less on other key driving skills. This increases their risk of crashing. 

If you plan to use a taxi,  keep the following tips in mind: 
 

At busy times or if you have any special requirements, either pre-book a taxi or go to a designated taxi rank; 
 
If you book by phone, when the taxi arrives, check it’s for you - does the driver know your name/destination; 
 
Check the taxi displays the proper DOE taxi licence plates and has a roof sign; 
 

You are free to negotiate the fare with all taxi drivers: note that Belfast public hire 
taxis (the ones with yellow plates) must display a specific fare on their meter, but 
drivers can charge less than this if they choose; 
 
Check the driver is wearing a taxi driver ID badge; and   
 
Always wear your seatbelt. 

DOE Anti-Drink Drive Message 

Taking a Taxi? Some Safety Tips 
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