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RAINEY ENDOWED SCHOOL 
MOBILE PHONE POLICY 



  

1 
The possession and use of mobile phones by school pupils is now extensive. The use of mobile phones, 
particularly with the advent of increasingly sophisticated equipment and hi-tech phones, presents a number of 
problems for schools, including: 

(i) Mobile phones can be valuable items and might render a pupil vulnerable to theft or attack 
(ii) Mobile phones (and their cost and level of sophistication - or otherwise) can make pupils objects of envy 

or disparagement and could have implications with regard to discipline and potential bullying; 
(iii) Even when apparently silent, the use of mobiles phones for texting purposes could be potentially 

undermining of classroom discipline; and 
(iv) Use of mobile phones could lead to child protection and data protection issues with regard to 

inappropriate capture, use or distribution of images. 
 

It is not regarded as realistic to have a policy which prohibits pupils from taking phones to school. Not only would 
it be impractical to forbid pupils from carrying them, but parents/guardians would be concerned for health and 
safety reasons if their child is not allowed to carry a phone at all and might therefore be unable to contact their 
parents/guardians in respect of any situation that might arise. In keeping with the ethos of the school, we wish to 
foster responsibility and co-operation with pupils.  
 
Rainey Endowed School’s policy is that when a pupil brings a mobile phone to school, the phone must remain 
switched off as soon as pupils arrive on school site and must not be used at break, between lessons, at lunch, 
in the bathrooms, changing rooms or in the study centre or during off-site school activities (such as school 
swimming). The only exception to this is that a member of staff may permit pupils to use their phone in lessons 
for learning and teaching activities. This will be under strict supervision from the member of staff.  
 
In an emergency, a pupil will always be allowed to use a school phone in the office or a member of the senior 
leadership team’s phone to contact parents/guardians. If a pupil is unwell or in a very distressed state, school will 
always seek to contact parents/guardians as soon as possible. Pupils must not use their mobile phone. 
 
Where a pupil is found by a member of staff to be using a mobile phone, for any purpose, the phone will be 
confiscated, placed in an envelope with the pupil’s name on it and left in the school office. It may be collected 
from the office at the end of the day by the pupil. A second confiscation of the phone from the same pupil will 
result in a request to a parent/guardian to collect the phone. Repeated misuse of a mobile phone in school will 
be seen as a serious breach of the school’s policies and will result in a parental interview with the Principal, the 
Vice-Principal or an Assistant Principal.  
 
Where offensive or bullying text messages, images, video footage or voice mails have been sent to or taken of 
other pupils or of staff or visitors during school or while on school related activities, the phone of the offender will 
be confiscated and returned to a parent. Please note that offensive messages may be saved. These would be 
handed to the PSNI if the offence was subject to police investigation. 
 
Pupils will be subject to disciplinary procedures in relation to the Acceptable Users’, Behaviour and Discipline, E-
Safety and Code of Conduct policy, the outcome of which will be determined by the Principal. 
 
Finally, devices are very valuable and the school cannot be held responsible if an item is lost, stolen or damaged. 
They are at all times the responsibility of the pupil. Thank you for your cooperation and support in this matter. 

 


